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The West Antarctic Peninsula (WAP) is a model system for 
polar marine ecosystems undergoing change 

Glaciers and ice sheets are melting
(MARR glacier behind Palmer Station) 

New rivers due 
to melt & rain
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More storms decrease chick mass & survival
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DC

Few Storm Tracks: 2006-07 Many Storm Tracks: 2001-02B

~Feb 1 ~Feb 20
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~Mar 20

Storm frequency & intensity increases
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High Frequency Extreme Weather?Food competition for available resources
among higher trophic levels 


